
 

HB 4106 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
 

 

 

Will HB 4106 increase jail populations? 

YES. Expanding felony eligibility can change bail practices and extend pretrial timelines, leading to 

an increase in local incarceration. 

• In Oklahoma County, larceny (shoplifting) ranked fifth among booking charges, with 306 

bookings in a recent three-month period. 

• The new third offense enhancement will convert some misdemeanor cases into felony cases 

while cases are still pending. 

 

Will HB 4106 increase prison population pressure? 
YES. Oklahoma already has a significant county jail backlog. As of April 13, 2026, 1,285 sentenced 

individuals statewide were awaiting transfer to ODOC custody in county jails. 

• Oklahoma's prisons are at 95% capacity statewide. Every new felony conviction tied to the 

lowered threshold or the 3rd-offense enhancement adds to a population that is already 

straining capacity. 

• When Oklahoma analyzed a similar threshold reduction in 2024, projections estimated 300 

new prison commitments per year with average sentence lengths of 5 years. HB 4106's 

combined threshold reduction and new enhancement are likely to produce comparable or 

greater impacts. 

 

Will HB 4106 cost Oklahoma taxpayers?  
YES. At an average cost of $63.53 per day to incarcerate one person, 300 new prison admissions 

would cost the state nearly $7 million annually. 

YES. The 3rd offense enhancement creates additional upstream costs for counties:  

• More felony cases mean more court resources, longer docket timelines, and increased pretrial 

detention costs borne by county governments. 

• More sentenced individuals in county jails awaiting transfer to ODOC delays the backlog 

clearance counties have been working to achieve at local taxpayer expense. 

 

 

 

 

HB 4106 requires a third or subsequent petit larceny conviction to be charged as a  
felony offense – punishable by up to two years in prison. 



 
Will HB 4106 make communities safer? 

NO. Theft is not increasing in Oklahoma; it has been declining significantly, and Oklahoma has 

outperformed both national trends and neighboring states 

• Oklahoma’s larceny-theft rate dropped 30% from 2015 to 2024. 

• From 2020 to 2024, Oklahoma's larceny theft rate dropped 22%, compared with a 9% 

decrease nationally. 

• The new third offense enhancement will convert some misdemeanor cases into felony cases 

while cases are still pending. 

 

 

 

 

What should Oklahoma do instead? 

Oklahoma has made significant progress in reducing its prison population and expanding diversion and 

behavioral health infrastructure. That progress is at risk if HB 4106 passes. 

Leaders have better options to address repeat theft that do not require expanding felony classification: 

• Invest in pre-arrest diversion and crisis response programs that address the root causes of 

repeat low-level theft. 

• Strengthen community options that allow accountability without prison sentences. 

• Preserve the $1,000 felony theft threshold – a level that better reflects inflation and keeps low-

level offenses from driving unnecessary incarceration. 

 

 
Sources:  
ODOC Daily Statewide Population Report (4.13.2026) 
Oklahoma County CJAC Jail tracker 
Oklahoma AG Crime Report (2024) 
FBI Uniform Crime Reporting Program 
21 O.S. §51.1. 
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