
Oklahoma Voters: 

“Reduce Unnecessary Pretrial Detention” 

According to recent statewide polling: 

81% 
of voters believe pretrial 

detention should be reserved for 
people who pose a serious public 

safety or flight risk 

72% 
of voters believe judges should 

have discretion to consider 
individual circumstances; only 

28% prefer a fixed bail schedule 

66% 
of voters believe the impact on 
jobs, housing, and families is a 

reason to limit pretrial detention 
whenever possible 

 

The Research Matches Voters’ Sentiments 

Harms of Unnecessary Detention 

• Detaining low-risk people can increase 
recidivism 

• Pretrial detention reduces employment and 
destabilizes families 

• Cash bail does not improve safety or court 
appearance 

What the Evidence Shows 

• Court reminders reduce missed appearances 

• Text/phone reminders cut failures to 
appear by up to 37% 

• Most people succeed when released pretrial 

• Over 1M cases show: 89% of lower-risk 
individuals return and 98% are not 
rearrested for a violent offense 

 

Oklahoma’s Ongoing and Expensive Challenges 

1 
2 out of every 3 individuals detained in Oklahoma jails have not yet been convicted of a crime, 
and 85% of those in the state's largest jail are not yet convicted. 

2 
The median length of stay in the state's largest jail is nearly 2 months (53 days), and the 
majority of people currently detained have been held between 100 and 365 days. 

3 
Oklahoma has one of the highest rates of mental illness and substance use disorder in the 
country; the treatment waitlist in county jails more than doubled from November 2025 to 
January 2026. 

4 
Most people in Oklahoma jails do not pose a public safety risk: 61% of those detained are 
classified as medium or minimum custody level, according to the Oklahoma Department of 
Corrections. 
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