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• Hawaii has a unified system

• Integrated State level Prison-Jail System

• Correctional Centers (Jails) on

• Hawaii, Maui, Oahu, and Kauai

• Oahu has largest population

• Correctional Facilities (prisons) on

• Oahu,  one Prison facility on Hawaii

• Transportation of inmates an issue

• 14 day quarantine when traveling to Hawaii 
or between Islands

• Requires additional, separate, housing



EFFECTS OF 
COVID

Special Master appointed to review cases/arguments between 
Defenders and Prosecutors on whether specific inmates should be 

released early.

In March, the Public Defenders Office filed a Petition for 
Extraordinary Writ requesting that the Department of Public Safety 
significantly reduce the populations of the Correctional Centers and 

Facilities.

From March 19th to 
the 26th Hawaii saw 

90 new COVID 
cases in State

During this time 
news outlets 

reported about 
COVID in prisons

Hawaii Jail system 
has/had issues with 

overcrowding



RELEASE 
CRITERIA

• SF and PARV with less than 18 months remaining on 
sentence excluding those who committed the 
following types of offenses

• Violent crimes

• Burglary in the 1st or 2nd degree

• Abuse of a family member

• SM

• Abuse of a family member

• Violation of a TRO or Order of protection

• Pretrial Population

• Same as above



OCCUPANCY RATES

• COVID testing only done on symptomatic patients

• December 2019

• Overcrowding at all Jails

• June 2020

• Overcrowding eliminated in all but 1 jail

• Big Island releases related to the requirement of having an address



POPULATION TRENDS

• The dotted line in both figures indicate the Head Count

• The top figure shows the jail population for the 10/2018 thru 12/2019

• The figure shows that the jail population was stable during that time

• The bottom figure shows jail population shows jail population from 
5/2019 to 6/2020

• The figure shows a significant reduction in jail population with the 
Special Master

• The more recent uptick seems to be the result of 2 trends on the 
Big Island

• New arrests

• Contempt of Court – Judges revoking early release



SUMMARY

• We have successfully reduced the overcrowding in our Jails

• We have never had a case of COVID in our Jails or Prisons

• Rearrests of released individuals

• Roughly 50 of the 650 released inmates have been rearrested on new charges

• That is approximately an 8% rate

• Length of Stay has increased for our Pretrial population, as the less risky people have been released

• December 2019 LoS 

• PTM 12 days, 

• PTF 20.5 days.

• May 2020 LoS

• PTM 16 days

• PTF 43 days.


